THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

Would they allow men to hold them ? Yes. A dozen
propositions were made, accepted, and then rejected by
those who made them. If any test was adopted by the
brothers, that was reason enough for not trying it. They
were supposed to be prepared for that, so some other must
be found.

Finally, the professors bought five hundred feet of
new rope, bored with holes the cabinet set up in one
of their rooms, and trussed the boys in what is
described as a brutal manner. All the knots in the
rope were tied with linen thread, and one of their
number, Professor Pierce, took his place in the
cabinet between the two brothers. At once a phan-
tom hand was shown, instruments were rattled and
were felt by the professor about his head and face.
At every movement he felt for the boys with his
hands, only to find them still securely bound. The
unseen operators at last released the boys from their
bindings, and when the cabinet was opened the ropes
were found twisted round the neck of the professor !
After all this, the Harvard professors made no report.
It is instructive also to read the account of the really
ingenious test-apparatus consisting of what may be
described as wooden sleeves and trousers, securely
fastened, devised by a man named Darling, in Bangor
(U.S.A.). Like other tests, it proved incapable of
preventing instant manifestations. It is to be remem-
bered that many of these tests were applied at a time
when the brothers were mere boys, too young to have
learned any elaborate means of deception.

It is  not  strange  to  read  that  the  phenomena
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